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Namg _ L . , Pate

LU GEOGRAPHY APPLICATION: PLACE

Geogmphy of the Pangma Canal

Directions: Read’ the paragraphs belowr: and study the map carefully,
‘Then answer the questions,) that follow.

The Paiiama Canalis. essentla] to the United because the region receives substantml rainifall and
. States, About 12,000 ships a year pass througlx because Gatun Lake hias backup water stored in
thé canal, 70 percent-of them goingto o from . Madden Lake:)

.S, ports, The ship crosses Gatun, Lake and ‘goes thr ough
Al Hip bound from New York to- San Francisco, | . the Gaillard Gut, a narfow passage cuf through
for example, orters the canal from the Caribbean hiills: Thex the ship is taken into the Pedro Miguel
Sea. The ship reriains at sea lovel for e first few |+ Locks andlis lowered about 31 feet to Miraflores
" illes: Then it comies fo a steplike series of thres | Lake. At the other side. of tlie lake, tlie ShlP enters

hambers called looks—the Gatun Locks, Each, fills | . the two Miraflores Locks. As the water is veleased
~'Wlth water after'the véssel entérs, raisirig it about |- for each, the shipis:lowered an additional 27 feet.
féet. The three locks lift the ship to the levelof | At sea level again, the. shlp passes. to the Bay of
Gatun Lake, formed By Gafin Dam. (Ittakes26 | Panama justa few riles away. The sight-hour pas-
milion gallons of water from Gatun Lake tofill .|  sagethrough the Panaa Canal has saved nearly
edch Iock The lake does not rus dry, however, 8,000 miles of travel.
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